Regional Rambler

Living Skies Regional Council
The United Church of Canada

June 3, 2026 — Events

The Regional Rambler is our primary resource for sharing information across the Regional Council.
To be added to the receiving list, please email Bev Diebert at bdiebert@united-church.ca

In this EVENTS edition of the Rambler, events are (mostly) listed in order of occurrence. For easy
identification: Date/s of the event are highlighted in green; Registration deadlines are highlighted in dark
orange; Events included for the first time will have NEW: beside the title of the event. And, it’s hoped the
Into the future section will help facilitate your long-term planning.

Check out the Community of Faith Calendar (on the Living Skies Regional Council website - 3™ option
under News & Events). Be sure to browse the list for fun and interesting upcoming events. Click
here to view it. Communities of Faith, be sure to submit your events to the calendar (use the form,
4t option down under News & Events), so folks don’t miss the festivities.

This Week’s Events:
NEW: Equipping the Saints

It is with regret that we share, due to the low number of registrations for the Equipping the Saints:
Create and Lead a Prayer Service for use in Church, Hospital, or Care Home with chaplains Roel
Tolentino and Emily Carr, the session has been cancelled.

Thank-you to Rev. Emily Carr who is leaving formal chaplaincy ministry for her vision and creativity
in this program. Participants in previous sessions will receive an evaluation form to assess ongoing
training needs. If you have feedback you would like to offer, please contact Tracy Murton at
tmurton@united-church.ca . Stay tuned for an update in the fall."

NEW: E-ssentials and more — Please see the very handy latest national newsletter, which goes over
highlights for national work.

NEW: Living into Right Relations newsletter - Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice News from the
UCC.

*Online Bible study - every Wednesday at 1 pm (SK time) Contact jcantwell@united-church.ca for
more information. Click here to join: https://bit.ly/41Vh93V New participants always welcome!

*Strengthening Invitation - the Growth Department prays each Thursday at 10am Central / 9am
Mountain Register to join here . Send your prayer request to growth@united-church.ca (you can
send a request even if you're not attending)

Welcome to new Affirming ministries! (Updated)
Pride Month is a busy season for welcoming new ministries to the family officially - in practice, these
fine communities have been Affirming for a long time. Let’s celebrate these ministries in our region:
Grace-Westminster United Church in Saskatoon celebrates on Sunday, June 7 at 10:30am.
Celebratory coffee and treats will be provided by the Affirm Team after the service!
St Paul’s United Church in Oxbow, southern SK is celebrating June 14. And, we will wrap with
serving PIE!
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A reminder that Living Skies’ Affirming Committee is ready to support any ministry or person that
wants to further their Affirming work, consider the process, or have thoughtful conversations. This
includes online gatherings of Affirming or curious ministries and people (and hopefully an in-person
gathering one day). You can contact them through the office: livingskies@united-church.ca Just
put “Affirming Committee” in the subject line.

Ladies' “Shagabec” Day
Ladies' "Shagabec" Day will be held in Swift Current, Tuesday, June 9 at First United Church (223 3rd
Ave. NE., Swift Current). Details about the day are available on page 3 of the May issue of the Sask
UCC Women'’s Network Newsletter posted on the Living Skies website on the 15™ of the month.

Reminder: Tuesday Ministry Personnel Gatherings
The last online facilitated ministry personnel gathering until fall is set for June 9 at 1pm. Connection
information is on the website.

From Words to Practice: Living Into the United Church’s 2S and LGBTQIA+ Apology

June 9, 2026, 1:00 — 2:30 pm CDT, 12:00-1:30 pm MDT/ CST.

In this national United in Learning online session, participants will reflect on the 2S and LGBTQIA+
apology the United Church offered last year at General Council, learn from communities already
living into it, and explore practical ways to embody the apology in worship, community life, and
public witness. You will hear from members of the Interim Working Group on the apology
animation, share ideas with others across the church, and leave with concrete, context
appropriate next steps for your own ministry or community. Details are here and the webinar will
be offered via Church X, which requires a free account to join.

This Month:

Updated: Living Skies Region is Hiring for the Summer! - 1 position left!

We are excited to be hiring for three summer positions funded by the Canada Summer Jobs program.
Two positions have been filled, but we are still searching for one more successful candidate between
the ages of 15-30 and legally eligible to work in Canada to start July 1. See here for more
information . Applications will be accepted until Friday June 12, 2026, at 11:59 pm.

Camp Tapawingo Women’s Camp
Camp Tapawingo is pleased to be hosting the Women’s Camp on June 12 to 13, 2026. Please see
page 4 for details in the May Sask UCC Women’s newsletter about the camp. To register, see the
Camp Tapawingo website. Moneys from the silent auction will go to the camp.

NEW: Praying for Community
As you begin your summer plans, hold space for Strasbourg United Church as they gather to
worship together for the last time on June 14 at 2pm. in the Strasbourg Memorial Hall basement.
May many faith-filled memories fill the gathering. All are welcome as they bid farewell to their
minister and their community of faith.

Save the date!!

‘Tis the season to celebrate new beginnings! Please join the following covenanting service
celebrations: * Lakeview United Church and Yellow Grass United Lutheran Partnership (service in
Regina), with Wanda Walter — June 14, 1:30pm

* St. Andrew’s United Church (Eston), with Ryan Sawchuk — June 28, 10:30am
Stay tuned for information regarding online participation!
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Inventions of Summer —a summer worship gift from your Regional Council.

A simple, creative, theologically rich companion for a Summer Sabbath or Worship Series from
Prayer Bench, the folks that shared Advent resources with us last fall. Inventions of Summer is a
four-week, ready-to-use Summer Sabbath booklet and worship series inviting you to enrich your
summer through simple reflections on sunflowers, string beans, mosquitoes, and fireflies.

Designed for flexible use as a creative summer workshop series. This series is offered as a gift to
leaders and communities of faith through a Regional License purchased by Living Skies Regional
Council. Here is the Access Link to access the materials. When you sign up, you will receive access
to the booklet, the worship notes and additional resources.

Learning on Purpose:

The Centre for Christian Studies’ transformative two-week leadership development course is coming
to the Five Oaks Retreat Centre in Paris, ON, June 15 - 26, 2026. Whether you are discerning a call
to ministry, starting a program of diaconal formation, building your skills for lay leadership,
connecting your community engagement and your faith, or just trying to figure out what your
purpose is, Learning on Purpose is for you. For more information, visit here .

Living into Radical Welcome: Rainbow Refugee Sponsorship

June 18", 2026, 1:00 — 2:30 pm CDT, 12:00-1:30 pm MDT/ CST.

In recognition of the annual World Refugee Day, this interactive webinar invites communities of
faith, refugee sponsorship groups, and justice-seeking individuals to explore how sponsorship can
become a meaningful expression of radical welcome, solidarity, and faithful discipleship.

Around the world, many LGBTQIA+ individuals continue to face persecution, criminalization,
displacement, and violence because of their sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender
expression. Faith communities across Canada have a unique opportunity to respond with
compassion, accompaniment, and concrete action through rainbow refugee sponsorship.

Whether your congregation is already sponsoring refugees, offering support programs, or just
exploring how to get started, this webinar will provide practical guidance, real-life insights, and
opportunities to connect. Please see all details here.

Next Month:

Whitehorse (Yukon) Worship Arts Festival & Contemplative Retreat
Join us in the Yukon for a four-day immersive gathering, July 2 - 5, 2026, designed to heal and
inspire. A partnership of the Anglican, Lutheran, and United Church traditions, this practice-forward
retreat offers a restorative balance of deep contemplation and vibrant, embodied worship.
Click here for more information and registration.

Into the Future:
SAVE THE DATE: UCC Office Admin Conference! October 5 -9, 2026
The next Office Administrators Conference, open to all United Church of Canada Office
Administrators, will take place at St. Martin’s United Church in Saskatoon from Monday, October 5 to
Friday, October 9, 2026. Thanks to the generous support of several Regional Councils, the cost of
attending has been partially subsidized. Costs (per person) are: $325 (no accommodation); $525
(shared accommodation) and $750 (private accommodation). A basic agenda and a letter of
invitation contain more details. Registration deadline is August 1, 2026.
For further information, contact Chantal Winslow at cwinslow@united-church.ca or Brandy
Emmerich at office@stmartinsuc.com
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Collective 2026 — a national youth event — August 12 — 15, 2026
Collective 2026 registration is now open!! The Presbyterian Church in Canada (PCC) and The
United Church of Canada (UCCan) are coming together once again to offer inspiring workshops,
meaningful worship, and plenty of recreation for Christian youth across Canada. Whether you’re a
youth participant, young adult, or youth leader, we can’t wait to share what’s in store for Collective
2026. Learn more and get ready at Collective-Gathering.ca.

Advance notice: 150t anniversary of the signing of Treaty Six, 20 - 23 August, Fort Carlton
This August, we begin a series of commemorations marking 150 years of Treaty Six, which covers a
significant part of our Regional Council, and like all treaties, holds all of us in relationship to this
day. When plans are ready, they will be posted to the Treaty Six 150 site, and in the meantime, you
can RSVP and have a look at your schedule. Here’'s some more background.

Joyful Resistance: Intercultural Worship Arts for Bold Discipleship

November 19 - 21, 2026 at the Providence Renewal Centre, Edmonton AB

Join the Western Intercultural Ministries Network in an immersive, intercultural worship-arts
conference. This will be hosted by the five Western Regional Councils, and is open to everyone
anywhere in the country. We'll explore joy as a form of resistance that sustains bold discipleship
and justice-oriented ministry. Join in plenary, rotating stations, theological reflection with hands-
on musical and arts. We'll combine theological reflection with hands-on musical and artistic
practice. HOLD THE DATE - more details to come, including cost and full program. All details will
be posted here.
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