Arbour Day Service of Worship – 2026. 
The Province of Saskatchewan proclaims Arbour Week 2026 May 25-31 with actual Arbour Day being Friday May 29.
Local celebrations, observances, actions will occur on dates more suitable for local schedules and circumstances.   Similarly, we hope that local churches and individuals will choose to participate and use this occasion as a time to join with others to celebrate trees and planting of trees and shrubs. It is a perfect time for something intergenerational. Suggestions for activities have been posted in previous Regional Newsletters. While the following is a complete worship service, we encourage use of all, parts, or adapted parts, of this service.

Suggestions for using this service:

(This service is designed for use by one leader, a shared leadership, or by using several voices – e.g. instead of a sermon there are six short reflections which could be read by different persons. The full reflections aren’t incorporated into the order of service but are found at the ending after the sung “commissioning of one another”.)

Hymns are all from Voices United except for two and those two are included as part of the package: “Young Apple Trees” and “The Gardener Works”. As tune for “The Gardener Works”, consider one of: “Harmony” VU #495; Communion (Rockingham) VU # 149; Partnership VU #603 ; Winchester New VU #100; Craigleith VU #301;
 Copies can be made as needed for any Arbor Week services (or for other tree planting times).   No further application is required for permission to copy, use or share any part of the material provided. (Ron Klusmeier has agreed to the use of his tune for “ Young Apple Trees”. Please see it and info about that hymn at <musiklus.com :music by contributors>
For convenience the following hymns are listed and could be used to substitute ones included in the order of service provided – or simply “added in”.
Additional Hymns -substitutions or additions
“Young Apple Trees” – words Walter F. , music -Ron Klusmeier

VU #296 “This Is God’s Wondrous World”
VU #243 “Praise to God”
VU#226 “For the Beauty of the Earth”

Questions. Concerns. Conversation about Arbour Day Possibilities
Feel free to contact Walter 


Farquharson phone:306-744-2214 
e-mail farq.blueheron@sasktel.net

Note re Offering -  Consider including a sharing of tree planting or tree celebrating events or activities – pictures or posters of plantings completed,  a poem or story celebrating trees – a tribute to community planters of the past (or present).    Perhaps have trees there that will be planted later in the day or week, garden tools, seedlings to distribute. 


Prayers of the People

Each portion of the prayer today will end with the words “Gardening God …” to which you are invited to add “Hear our prayers for health and peace”.

Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.

We give thanks for the wonderful world of Creation. Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.


We give thanks for the way in which all living things survive in webs of interdependence. Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.


We pray for threatened rivers, seas, depleted soils, forests, grasslands, wetlands, lakes and marshes, sloughs. Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.


We pray for species threatened with extinction. Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.


We pray for an end to wars and acts of oppression and cruelty. Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.


We pray for an end to the inequity that yearly condemns more and more people to lives of poverty, displacement, starvation and a loss of access to health, education and other necessities of life. Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.


We pray for all who work for peace, - honouring Creation - seeking true justice - practicing kindness and gifts of welcoming and inclusion.
We pray for family and friends -  remembering the grieving, the abandoned, the frightened , those dealing with illness – those we name in our hearts and minds this day. Gardening God, hear our prayers for health and peace.

Together we pray as Jesus taught his followers …….

Service of Worship  Celebrating Arbour Day 2026 

Leaders’ parts are in regular print – unison parts for congregation are in bold print.


Introduction 
“We are called to be the church:
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.” (Part of A New Creed (1968 General Council United Church of Canada. Page 918 Voices United)
Friends, observing Arbour Day/Arbour Week offers us another opportunity to put this understanding of being the church into practice.

Words of Welcome 
Welcome Members of the Family and Household of God.
Welcome Followers and Friends of Jesus, the Way, the Truth, the Life.
Welcome People of the Spirit empowered to build, to plant, to heal.
We are here, and all are welcome!

This Arbor Day we gather to celebrate the gifts of trees and to commit ourselves to the planting of trees and to the encouraging of all who plant and nurture trees as sign of hope for creation and community.  Today, with many others, we remember God’s promise that “Each shall sit beneath their own vines, and their own fig trees, and all shall know security and peace according to the holy purposes of Creator and Creating God.”

We gather, and it is good.  It is God’s Day and we will rejoice and be glad in it.  All the trees of the field will clap their hands.  Yes!  All of the trees will clap their hands.  (clap)

Gathering Prayer  (unison)
God of mystery and delight we praise you for the wonder of creation, for the gift of life, for the amazing interdependence of all things.
We remember with awe that we are partners with you, gardeners with you, nurturers and stewards.  We remember those who have planted before us, those who have taught us to treasure earth and sky and the seas and waterways of planet earth.  We give thanks for all who love creation, for family and neighbours who plant with love, with joy, with hope.  We honour all who work for health and peace, for the well-being of all.  
Be with us in this special hour.  Strengthen us to serve you with love - with hope - and with trust that your good intentions will be fulfilled amongst us, and through us. Amen. Amen.

We Sing the Hymn “For beauty of prairies” VU #303

Prayer of Confession. (unison)
Holy One we do not honour you as we should. We do not honour creation as we should.  We forget your call to us to love one another.
So much is wasted.  So much is treated carelessly.  So much is intentionally destroyed.  The false gods of wealth unshared and power abused tempt us as neighbours and as nations.  Too often we cannot see what needs to be done, what things must change.  Too often we do not see what we can do, and what we can do with others.  Help us welcome again your call to be builders and planters, healers and menders, people of reconciliation, people of hope and joy.
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Words of Assurance  
Great is God’s love.  God’s welcome and forgiveness is open-armed.
Each day we are freed from all that holds us in fear, blame or shame.
As Jesus told his followers, “You live in me, and I live in you.  Love one another. Bear much fruit – do what you have seen me do.  

We Sing the Hymn “Touch the earth lightly” VU #307

 Time of Singing, Listening to Readings from Scripture, and Reflections on the Scriptures.
First Reflection – A Garden in Eden
Reading from Genesis 2: 1-9
Second Reflection - God’s Promise Spoken through the Prophets
Reading from Isaiah 55:10-13;  Micah 4:1-4; 6:6-8;  
Third Reflection - Becoming Like Children
Reading from Luke:18:15-17.  John 1: 43-51

Fourth Reflection - Joining in the Gardener’s Work
Reading from John 15: 1,8-12
 We Sing the Hymn “The Gardener Works” 
Fifth Reflection - The Tree of Life with Leaves for the Healing of the Nations
Reading from Revelation to John 22:1-2
We Sing Hymn #713 “I See a New Heaven”

Time of Offering 

Prayers of the People

The Prayer for God’s Family that Jesus Taught , “Our Father/Mother…

We Sing the Hymn  VU  #678 “For the Healing of the Nations
 

Blessing and Commissioning

The ancient story of creation speaks of God planting a garden of community and sharing.  The human ones were to share in the care of the garden. Trees in the garden provided food and shelter, safety and abundance.  Whenever the peoples forgot their call and invitation, the prophets warned of what the forgetting would cost.  The prophets reminded the people of God’s love and God’s renewal of the invitation and the call.   Part of the promise was that God’s people would rebuild and replant.  “Each shall sit under their own vines and in the shade of their own fig tree.”   God’s people would know security, safety and 
Peace. They would seek justice, practice mercy, walk humbly with God -and with all their neighbors within God’s wondrous creation.

We Sing Our Commitment with One Another.  “Plant with me, I will plant with you, and build the land that God has planned where love shines through.”
(Refrain (adapted) from VU #649  - all gathered  are invited to sing the words to/with each other – looking around, making eye contact, smiling etc..  Instead of “Walk with me” as the refrain is found in Voices United, we’ll sing “Plant with me”.)

			*************************



Time of Singing, Listening to Readings from Scripture, and Five Reflections on the Scriptures.

(Reflections could be offered by one or more persons – another person might read the introductory Scripture passages)

First Reflection – A Garden in Eden
Reading from Genesis 2: 4-9

The “creation story in Genesis , Chapter 2 , is an easy, familiar, around the campfire story, a story that hearers might have heard many times – and that the hearers might have waited for their opportunities to chime in with agreement , or with question, maybe even a laugh.  
Imagine hearing it at the end of a work day when you – children and adults together – have been planting trees or pruning trees.  (Do you know what pruning is?).  The story begins – God is the Gardener.  God plants many beautiful trees and the people are the helpers.  What trees would be there? Can we name some trees we like? Trees for shelter, trees producing food, trees producing medicines, some with bright flowers – food for the bees that will make honey … 
There are two particular trees in the garden that the humans are not to touch.  One is the Tree of Life (the Mystery and wonder of God).  The other is called “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”.  It is NOT an apple tree!  Somehow, that tree has everything to do with the people taking over God’s place.   Defining good and evil – judging one another.

What is important for us to think about today is what the story tells us about God and God’s intention for Creation and for Humankind (that’s us).  God is the Gardener.  The gardener loves her work. The gardener nurtures and knows all the plants in the garden.  The gardener shares and the gardener loves to help others be gardeners too.    Think about gardeners you know.  

Everything is connected.  Life is a garden of inter-dependence.  Creation needs our nurture, our care and honouring.   God’s garden of love is planted in our hearts, in our communities, in the whole, wide, world. Amen!
 

Second Reflection - God’s Promise Spoken through the Prophets
Reading from Isaiah 55:10-13;  Micah 4:1-4; 6:6-8;  

We’re pretty good at messing things up.  We do it in our own lives sometimes. It happens in our families.  It happens in our world of peoples and nations.
Wars kill so many.  Many people of our human family are displaced – driven from their homes, even their homelands.  The way we live as humans changes environments and increases the number and the seriousness of drought and floods, and fires.   Habitats for plants, for insects, for birds and animals are changed or destroyed. Webs of life are eliminated – even oceans are put at risk.  We all know this – from young children to the oldest among us.  It’s not new but it becomes more serious every day.
In the Scriptures the people who speak God’s word and intention for all to hear are called the prophets.  They often spoke especially to the powerful leaders of countries, empires – and religions.  They spoke of God’s intention.   
Certainly they spoke of God’s promise to be with people wherever they were.  And they said we would be called by God to be builders, menders, gardeners.
Micah said that God promised that everyone would be able to sit under their own vines and fig trees.  We don’t have fig trees – so it is  something to make us smile.  It was a sign of peace and security, of abundance and joy.  When we plant trees we are showing that we trust God’s promise – and we are saying to ourselves and others “Don’t give up. Keep working for justice.  Keep being people of mercy and kindness. Walk humbly and joyfully with all the people of God’s family – and with all creatures– all creation!  Keep planting!







Third Reflection - Becoming Like Children
Reading from Luke:18:15-17.  John 1: 43-51

The gospels all tell us that there were often children around Jesus – and he told his followers they had to be more like children.
Most children like fun, they like people who laugh and know how to play.  Children often get a joke when adults don’t.
The story of Jesus calling Nathanael is quite funny.  Jesus had called Phillip to be one of his close disciples.  Phillip went to another community where he found a man named Nathanael    Phillip was excited to tell Nathanael that they had found the leader and teacher they had been waiting for.  (the Messiah).   “Oh,” said Nathanael “and where does he come from?”  “From Nazareth in Galilee” Phillip responded.  “That’s a joke” said Nat, “when did anything good ever come out of that dump?”  Phillip insisted and they both went to find Jesus.   As they meet, Nathanael asks “How did you know me?”  “I saw you sitting under your fig tree.” Jesus replied.  Phillip was amazed.  More than amazed.  Immediately he signed on as a follower of Jesus.

This story is very confusing to most adults.  Perhaps it was more a special moment of having some fun – 
Nathanael was a student of Scripture. Phillip had told him that he wanted him to meet this Jesus, the one they believed was the promised Messiah. Gradually something would have stirred in Nathanael’s imagination.  Nathanael then would have known that he was being called into something closely associated with the coming Day of God, “when all would sit under their own vines and their own fig tree.”

Each tree we plant is a sign of hope.  Trees are planted for tomorrow.
Each is a sign that we trust in the promise of God’s new day when none shall be hungry or homeless, when the oppressed will be liberated, when love nurtures and treasures.  Most children love fun.  Most find joy in helping and sharing.  Most love doing something with adults who love doing something with kids and youth.  
Today we all need to be more like children – with joy and hope, happy to plant for peace today and peace tomorrow.  Amen.

Fourth Reflection - Joining in the Gardener’s Work
Reading from John 15: 1,8-12

Five of the 21 chapters in John’s Gospel tell the story of Jesus’ last meal with his closest disciples.  (Chapters 13-17). 
A basic message is repeated.  Jesus says that he has come into the world to bring life and healing.  He has lived and done his work within God’s love.  Love is the new, the greatest commandment.  Love is the inspiration, the source of empowerment, understanding, perseverance.
He tells the followers unequivocally that everything he has done they will do.
As the followers learn how to live out of God’s love and how to give that love life through everything they do, God is praised and given glory.  Through what they/we do people will be gathered into the company of believers.
We understand what Jesus talks of when he says he is the good shepherd when we read Ezekiel 34.
We understand the call to be gardeners as we remember the story of creation and the promises of the prophets – all the trees of the field will clap their hands – each person shall sit in peace and security under their own vines and their own fig trees!
The trees we plant are signs of hope and promises of joy.  Each tree we plant is a prayer for peace, for justice, for mercy and for love.   Amen
 We Sing the Hymn “The Gardener Works”



Fifth Reflection - The Tree of Life with Leaves for the Healing of the Nations
Reading from The Revelation to John 22:1-2
A new heaven and a new earth. No more weeping and crying. No more rule by the Empires of greed and raw power.  No more wars. No more famine and disease.  No more of what denies the living God. Healing for the peoples of the earth. Creation renewed.
Each tree planted is a sign of God’s good intention for peace, well-being and joy for all. 
Meanwhile we know that trees bring renewed health to depleted soils, provide habitat, shelter and food for birds and many animals.  We know that the presence of trees lifts people’s moods and speeds recovery from illness and the effectiveness of treatment – even pictures of or sounds of wind or rain in trees accomplishes all these things.  Learning is faster, deeper, longer-lasting.   Posture, digestion and energy levels improve.  Offenders whose incarceration time involved gardens and tree plantings are less likely to return to crime or addiction.  Interesting experiments and surveys have demonstrated that people exiting a well treed park are likely to be significantly more generous, more tolerant and less suspicious, more likely to pick up garbage or remove something from a path that might curtail another person’s passage. The trees we plant and encourage others to plant are real contributors to peace, to well-being, to health.  Each planting is an act of honouring creation and of participating in the healing and nurturing work of God.
We Sing Hymn #713 “I See a New Heaven”
													







Hymn  -The Gardener Works – the Hymn that follows Reflection #4

The Gardener works with loving care
and speaks to us if we would hear;
An invitation comes to all -
no need for fence or threatening wall.

Here we reside in joy and peace,
from all that cripples, find release.
Creative work is ours to share
and life is good and life is fair.

Community, and new found friends,
the circle widening never ends.
The Gardener’s dream, the Gardener’s joy,
our every skill will now employ.

Our words bring hope, our hands can heal;
we see new friends, compassion feel.
We seek true justice, mercy too,
our hearts aflame, all earth made new.

The world, a garden born of dreams,
released from evil’s power and schemes,
will yield good fruit abundantly;
God’s truth takes flesh, and all are freed.

So let us praise the gardening God
and live good news the world thinks odd,
be not afraid to let love dare,
to welcome change and God’s life share.
Walter Farquharson.  September 2023
Suggested tunes: “Communion(Rockingham VU #149”  “Harmony VU 495”  “Partnership VU 603
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