A Prairie Christmas Eve 
A Christmas Eve service for lay leaders from the Northern Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplaincy of the United Church of Canada. 
Prayers adapted from Celebrate God’s Presence.
Christmas, 2025   

To Do 
Light all advent candles except the white one 
Have taper candles for the whole community 
A creche may be set up in front of the communion table 
One or more community members may lead the service 

Welcome & Announcements 

Carols may be sung 

Call to Worship 
Holy People, beloved of God, Come. Come to follow the way prepared for you. 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth. 
Once again, the earth is surprised at a manger, as the glory of God transforms the world. 
Let us go to Bethlehem to see what God has made known to us. 
Experience the wonder of God’s ways. Kneel in awe before the life newly borne. 
Let us bring glory and praise to God for all that we have seen and heard! 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Holy One,
Give us the courage to welcome Christ into every part of our lives,
so that, like Mary, we will hope for a better world,
like Elizabeth, the Shepherds, and the Holy Family,
we will be brave and bold in our living,
like the Innkeeper and animals, we will be welcoming of others,
and like the Magi, we will present our best selves.
May we always be ready to welcome, Emmanuel, Christ with us.
Amen.

The Christ Candle is lit. 

Opening Prayer 

Come, all of you who wander in this weary world. a world once crowned in splendour, once bathed in radiant harmony, a world that danced as one with all the forces of creation. 

Come all of you who search for meaning, all of you who yearn for love. 

Come all of you who search for hope, all of your who seek shelter from the storm. 

Come all of you rejoice, for in our midst has come the Promised One of old. 

For on this night is born in hope, the festive dream come true, the one who breaks the chains of our sorrows and fears. 
The breath of God, the smile of joy, the face of one we only dreamed we’d see. 

In Bethlehem is born the one who is for all. 

And on this holiest of nights, we call on all heaven and nature to sing, and to repeat the sounding joy, far as the curse is found. 

We call on creatures who dance within the earth, plants rocks and animals, to bless this holy night. 

For unto us a child is born- the very dream of God, 
the Word who breaks the silence of despair. 

Rejoice with me, and pray that once again, the tent of God will be pitched with us, the love of God unfolded, 
the hope of all the ages born in us tonight. 

Radiant child, 
Prince of Peace, 
Mighty Love, 
Herald of Truth, 
Dream Fulfilled, 
Wondrous Mystery, 
Sacred Story, 
Morning Star, 
Glory of God, 
Here among us now. 
Amen. 

Christmas Carol may be sung 

Christmas Gospel - Luke 2:1-20
A reading from the gospel according to Luke, 
2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.[a]
8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[b] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[c] praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[d]
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.
This is the good news of Christ! 
Thanks be to God! 


Message


Let us pray,
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts, be acceptable in your Sight, O light of the world. 
Amen. 

Tonight, 
Our beautiful Christmas gospel reminds us that besides immediate family, 
the first ones to hear about the newborn Christ, were shepherds.  

Shepherding is one of the oldest occupations on the earth. For approximately 11,000 years, people have tended sheep and goats for meat, and milk, and skins.  

Like cowboys, shepherds had to move their sheep regularly from pasture to pasture, spending most of their time away from home and community. 

Shepherds had to read the signs in the sky and prepare for all kinds of weather. 

They had to know where to find water and protect sheep from predators; how to keep the flock together, rescue the lost, and care for the sick. 

Shepherds had to know how to help mother sheep if they had trouble lambing.

Shepherds’ minds and hearts were not focused on themselves.  

Their lives were lived for the creatures they cared for. 

Is it any wonder God has so often been revealed to these special people? 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, our ancestors, were shepherds. 

When Moses saw the burning bush, he was tending flocks for his father-in-law. 

David, was a shepherd boy when he was chosen to be king. 

And tonight, we remember that Christ will grow up and describe himself as a shepherd to all of us. 


This holy night, with Christians all over the globe, like the shepherds who heard the angel song, we are called to see the miracle of a baby in a manger 
and to meditate upon his message of love and compassion for all people. 

Like the shepherds who returned to their flocks glorifying and praising God, and like our ancestors before us, we too are called to share Christ’s love with others. 

	And we are ready, because we are from Saskatchewan, and it is a winter night. 
	
We know how to read the skies and care for land and animals. 

We know how to provide for those in need, protect the vulnerable, 
and keep a community together.

This Christmas night, in a world where there is so much need, we know that when our hearts are focused on the care and protection of others, the songs of the angels can be heard, and hope is born. 

Merry Christmas! 

Amen. 

Carol may be Sung while offering is collected 

Offertory Prayer 
May these gifts open others to the blessings you give this Christmas: the gift of childlike wonder, the gift of radiant hope, the gift of peace which passes all understanding, the gift of joy which knows no bounds. With these gifts, we bring ourselves, O God, in response to the greatest gift of all- the Child of Bethlehem. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
 	Our prayers this evening will be responsive, 
Let us pray to God saying, 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Be born in us today. 

O God, during this season, we celebrate your birth amongst us as a human child.
Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Be born in us today. 

In this Holy season, Christians the world over are celebrating Christ’s birth. 
Open our hearts to faith. 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Be born in us today. 

On the first Christmas, there was no room at the Inn. Protect with your love those who have no home and all who live in poverty. 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Be born in us today. 

Your Christ came as a light shining in the night. Bring comfort to all who suffer any kind of pain or sadness, 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Be born in us today. 

Shepherds in the fields heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to share the gospel of love. 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Be born in us today. 

Angels sang “Peace to God’s people on earth!”
Strengthen those who work for Justice, Healing, and Peace. 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Be born in us today. 

Gathering all our prayers into one, we say the prayer that Jesus taught us, 
Our Creator/Father/ Mother 
Who art in heaven 
Hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come 
Thy Will be done, 
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction 
	As we go from our worship this night, may the joy of the angels sing in our voices, 
	May the hope of the shepherds enliven our minds, 
May the faith of Mary strengthen our Spirit, 
And may the love of Christ shine in our hearts. Amen. 

Sharing the Light of Christ 
Lights are dimmed in the church. Leader lights a taper candle from the Christ candle and shares the light with all. 

67 Voices United, Silent Night, is sung by candlelight, 

Following the hymn, community may wish one another
Merry Christmas! 
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