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A Worship Service in Support of Northern Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplaincy 
& South Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplaincy 

Treaty Lands Acknowledgement 
This morning, 
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is sacred
Treaty land – and that all of us are beneficiaries of the treaties. 
We acknowledge especially the history and spirituality of the first people of this land, 
(You may choose to name local nations, or invite congregation to name them.)
We ask our Creator to teach us to walk gently on this land 
And to walk in friendship 
with all our relations- 
Amen. 

Welcome & Community Announcements 

Lighting of the Christ Candle
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
Loving God, may this candle be a sign of your presence among us. 
May your healing light surround all who desire it and all who need it. Amen. 

Call to Worship 
We have gathered to worship God. 
We have come seeking comfort, inspiration, community, and healing. 
We have come to open ourselves to God’s presence in our lives. 
We have come to offer up the seasons and the turnings in our lives, and to ask God to guide and bless us on the way. 

Opening Prayer 
Let us pray, 
God of peace, you teach us that in returning and rest we find life, and that in quietness and confidence is our strength. By the gift of your Spirit, help us to come into your presence, where we may be still and know that you are God. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn

Prayer of Confession: 
To be at peace with God, with others, and with ourselves, is to be whole. Let us confess those things that separate us from God and make us less that who God calls us to be. 
Eternal God, 
In you we live and move and have our being. 
Yet sometimes we cannot feel your presence and we forget your love. 
Heal us. Free us. 
Help us to remember your love which never lets us go; 
Help us find in you, wholeness and strength; 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Assurance: 
Dear friends, 
God loves you, forgives you, and sets you free. Be at peace. Amen.  

With Children – 
Bring band aids, talk about what they do when they get hurt- how the band aid helps. 
Prayer is another kind of band aid that helps and gives comfort to us when we are hurt or sick or sad. 
Say a short prayer with them for all those who are hurt or sick. 

HYMN

Prayer of Illumination: 
God, the words you speak have power: power to create, power to disturb, power to heal. Help us to hear your Word for us today. Amen. 

Scripture: Matthew 25: 31 – 40

A reading from the gospel according to Matthew, 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’
May God bless to our understanding this reading of Holy Scripture. 

Chaplaincy Story – A community member may wish to share a personal story about chaplaincy or highlight the local connection with the chaplaincy- prayer shawl ministry, pastoral care team, participation in Equipping the Saints etc… 

Reflection from Rev. Lorna King, South Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplain, Regina
This winter on one of those cold, cold days, it was late afternoon and I had already been offering spiritual care for most of the day. But there was a patient in end-of-life care in another facility. I had read scriptures and prayers the day before for the patient who was alone and was not responsive. But I had a feeling and I went. Family was there, having arrived half an hour before after a long, hard drive, from Fort McMurray and Saskatoon. I introduced myself and read scripture and began to pray. 
Partway through the prayers, the patient took their last breath. Surrounded by family, being held in prayer, they died peacefully. Family were so grateful to have me there and they quietly shared stories about the loved one who had just died. It felt like I’d had a gentle shoulder tap by the Spirit. I am so glad I paid attention.

I am often called to the Palliative Care unit where I join the staff in doing our best to create the best quality of life for people with terminal illnesses. I have been privileged to baptize a patient there and then to perform their wedding with a long-term life partner after a divorce was finally official. Often the end-of-life care that patients choose is to stop all treatments and not have any special measures when their hearts stop beating. 

Sometimes the decision is to seek medical assistance to end terrible suffering while a patient can still communicate with their family. The staff who work with MAiD (Medical Assistance in Dying) provide good support for the patient and their family as they figure out whether this is the end-of-life care that they want. There is careful discernment by doctors before MAiD is approved. 

I have been privileged to be there as the patient and family members shared from the heart, surrounded by photographs and artwork from grandchildren, playing music that had special meaning. There was heartbreak as a patient who was just speaking dies so quickly. But the death was calm and peaceful. And there was a sense of fulfilling the patient’s final wishes. 

There have been many moments like these when I have recognized that we were standing on holy ground together in hospital room or rehab Centre.  Moments that affirmed that sacred call to “A Cup of Water Given in Christ’s Name.”

In 2017, the Saskatchewan Health Authority terminated the positions of chaplains employed by them, removed support for chaplains employed by faith groups and decided that the lists of patients by religious affiliation will no longer be available.  That has made it much more difficult for chaplains like me to do our ministry. 

But chaplains are still present.  In each facility there are posters throughout the building with information on how to contact the chaplains, and there are ways to contact spiritual leaders from other denominations and other faith groups.  And patients or their families can always ask the nursing staff to contact a chaplain for them.

[At the time of creating this service, volunteer services are launching a pilot project to re-create lists for community chaplains. Please encourage your community members to self-declare their religious preference if they find themselves in hospital]


 From Rev. Emily Carr, Northern Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplain, Saskatoon
As a chaplains, we have the great honour of walking with people and praying with them and their families when they find themselves in hospital. 
Because folks in the city are often able to connect with their own minister, our Northern and Southern Saskatchewan Chaplaincies provide pastoral and spiritual care primarily to rural United Church patients and their families in Regina and Saskatoon hospitals.
In addition to regular visits, we are on-call to respond to life threatening emergencies. 

These calls can be received from nursing staff, social workers, or United Church Communities of Faith. 
We offer end-of-life prayers, emergency baptisms, healing prayer and family support in times of crisis. 

We also facilitate a quarterly pastoral care gathering with Living Skies called “Equipping the Saints”. It is an online gathering that provides community and learning for everyone participating in or interested in offering pastoral care in their communities.  

As Christians, this ministry is not just for the chaplaincies to carry out. 
Hospital chaplaincy is just one small piece of our common call to visit and care for one another when we are isolated, sick, or struggling. In the gospel of Matthew, we are reminded that when participate in this ministry, it is more than just a good thing to do, it is one of the ways that we may encounter God. 

As a chaplain, I have found this to be true. In the spaces between this world and the next, the Holy Spirit is present and angels are near, sometimes in the form of nurses or care aids. 
In times of struggle, we lift our hearts in prayer more earnestly than ever. When families have big decisions to make, their love for one another is their guide, and their comfort. 

This ministry belongs to all of us. Through your phone calls when someone in your community is sick, to gifts of prayer shawls, donations to the chaplaincies, or visiting those in need from your churches, all of us can help with the work of spiritual and pastoral care in our region.  
Only together, will we achieve our dream that all members of Living Skies Communities of Faith have access to pastoral care, and that tangible reminder of our faith: that in life, in death, in life beyond death, we are not alone. 
Today, we ask God our Creator, Christ our Healer, and the Holy Spirit to inspire us to prayer and presence with all those in need. 
Amen.  
Hymn: 

Prayer of Dedication - 
Holy, Generous, Loving, Creator, 
We ask your blessing for the gifts you have given that we now return to you. They are given as a gift of praise. May they be used as a continuing gift of praise. Amen. 
(Donations to the Northern Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplaincy and the South Saskatchewan Hospital Chaplaincy are gratefully received if your community wishes to make a contribution.)

Prayers of the People 
Loving God, 
Today we lift up the healing ministries of prayer, visiting, worship and hospitality in our church. Guide us in our efforts to care for the people you love. 
We pray especially for our prayer shawl ministers throughout Living Skies. Bless them and the shawls that they create. May your presence and comfort be made known to those in greatest need when they receive a shawl.  
Shed the light of your healing love on all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, that they may find new wholeness illumined by your grace. 
We pray especially for our loved ones who need healing today. 
We remember them now in a moment of silence… 
…
Knit together in your love all whose relationships have frayed, that they may find reconciliation and new beginnings. We pray especially today for healing in all the places of violence in the world. 
Bless all who work to improve the health of others, that they may bring hope, care, wisdom, and skill to all they serve. 
Hold in the palm of your hand all who are near death and all who care for them, that they may know the peace that passes all understanding.
Grant all who turn to you the courage to participate with you in restoring this broken world to wholeness, that everyone and everything may share in the hope of your kingdom. We pray for the healing of the earth, the lands, air and water. 
Gracious God, you are close to us no matter how far we feel from you: draw us into the very heart of your grace and help us to live into the truth that nothing in all creation can separate us from your love. 
Help us to know your healing in our lives, so that we may bring the message of your healing to a world in great need. We ask all these things in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil 
for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.

Hymn

Benediction 
May the God whose will for us is healing and wholeness, 
grant us joy and comfort, strength and peace. 
And may the blessing of God, Creator, Christ and Spirit, be upon you and all your loved ones today and always. Amen. 





1

