April 2025: Action offered by Living Skies Regional Council and Integrated Community Ministries (ICM) 

ICM is a United Church ministry serving the core neighbourhoods in Saskatoon with a principle of “nothing about us without us”. ICM also invites the United Church in SK to act with compassion and to understand the root causes of poverty, hunger, and more. Please also see ICM’s letter on the drug poisoning crisis, addressed to the people and ministries of Living Skies Regional Council. 

Subject: Urgent Appeal for Provincial Funding of Safe Consumption Sites 

Please address your letter to Hon. Jeremy Cockrill, Minister for Health: he.minister@gov.sk.ca or Room 204, 2405 Legislative Drive, Regina, SK, S4S 0B3; and to Hon Lori Carr, Minster for Mental Health and Addictions, ministerrrhe@gov.sk.ca 

Please CC your MLA (contact information is found here), the leader of the Opposition: leader@ndpcaucus.sk.ca,  and livingskies@united-church.ca  

Please use your own words and experiences as you wish. This letter is only a guide. 
__________________________________________________________________________

(Date and subject line)

Dear Ministers Cockrill and Carr, 

As a member of the United Church, I am writing regarding the ongoing overdose crisis in our province, and the immediate need for provincial support for safe consumption sites, such as those operated by Prairie Harm Reduction (PHR). Supports such as housing, recovery programs, and more is also urgently needed. 

Overdose or drug poisoning statistics indicate that these incidents are significantly underreported, resulting in even greater concern for public health and safety. The most recent reports reveal alarming levels of fentanyl in various batches of drugs—some exceeding 30%—which underscores the urgency of providing safe environments for individuals who use substances.

It's imperative that the provincial government steps up to fund safe consumption sites.
 
Organizations like PHR are on the front lines, providing essential services to those most affected by this crisis. However, they have indicated that they require additional funding to expand their services and hire more staff to meet the growing demand for support. 

These sites not only help reduce the incidence of overdoses but also connect individuals with vital healthcare services, harm reduction resources, and pathways to recovery.

 While treatment is an important component of addressing substance use issues, it is equally important to provide comprehensive support, including housing solutions, safe consumption sites, and increased access to mental health and healthcare services without barriers.

 I urge the government of Saskatchewan to prioritize funding for safe consumption sites to protect the health and wellbeing of our community. Together, we can work towards a safer and healthier future for all. 

Thank you for considering this important matter. I request a timely reply.

 Sincerely, [Your Name]
 [Your Position or Affiliation, if applicable]
 [Your Contact Information]
