Background Information re Arbor Day/Week 2025

In 2018 the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association (YFBTA) – also known as the Yellowhead Nature Society (YNS) agreed to promote an annual Spring Arbor Day/Arbor Week observance within the Province of Saskatchewan.  Historically this international celebration had been an important event in communities and schools in the province for many decades.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2019 the group planned and caried out local Arbor Day activities.  Beginning in 2019 YFBTA called on the Government of Saskatchewan to once again proclaim and promote Arbor Day within the Province.  The first such proclamation was made in 2020.  2025 will be the sixth such proclamation, May 30 being Arbor Day and May 24-31 Arbor Week.  Joining in the call to have Arbor Day/Week an annual proclamation/promotion have been Nature Saskatchewan, SOS Trees Coalition (Saskatoon), Sask. Forestry Association.  Much remains to be done in terms of promoting awareness and action.  
Another initiative of YNS has been the promotion of the Road Allowance Project. Working with area Rural Municipalities, this project seeks the designation of abandoned or limited access roadways protected as areas supporting wildlife habitat and public access for all to enjoy the world of nature.  
It seemed natural to urge communities of faith to support and organize local activities celebrating trees and their value to environment and the development and nurturing of health-giving communities.
Hopefully, communities of faith will participate.  Now is the time to make plans, encourage local participation, order and/or plan for the planting of trees.  For United Church congregations this would be a natural and significant part of their 100th anniversary celebrations of the United Church’s formation.









Arbor Day/Week 2025 – May 24-31 – The United Church of Canada
An Order of Service
(In many countries of the world Arbor Day or Week is celebrated as an annual spring occurrence.  For the past five years the Province of Saskatchewan has again proclaimed such a week within the province. Some will remember when this was an important event in our communities and schools.  It is an opportunity for faith communities to plan and put into practice concern for building and nurturing healthy, life-giving communities - being the church by living with respect in creation, and demonstrating what it means to live with faith and hope.)

Words of Gathering
For the beauty and wonder of creation, we praise our God.
For the life and spirit of trees that give health and joy, we praise our God.
For the builders and planters through the ages, we praise our God.
In response to the call that comes to us today to honour and respect creation we offer our loving service.
As sign of hope for tomorrow and for the children of the world, we will take our place as planters and gardeners in creation.
As people of faith called to faithful living we will advocate and act.
We will sing and live God’s praise with joy and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
Thanks be to God.  Thanks be for trees.  Amen.

Opening Prayer
Holy One, to you we offer thanks and praise. Strengthen us to love and serve planet earth, the whole of the human family, the neighborhoods within which we live.  Fill us with love, with joy, with determination to live as creative healers.   By your Spirit move within us and among us. Bring us to life for the blessing of this day.  Amen.

A Hymn of Praise and Thanksgiving
VU # 217 - “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

Prayer of Confession
God who has blessed us in creation and community, by your grace take from us all those things that keep us from loving and serving as people of your love.  Forgive our falling into places of cynicism and despair, our times when we feel overwhelmed and ready to give up on you, on your creation, on our human family that you have claimed as your own.   Forgive us when are quick to blame and condemn, to shame others and to create scapegoats.  Forgive us when we waste or despoil creation, when we choose not to act or speak up as forests and woodlands are destroyed and when wetlands are drained, when the interdependence of all living things is denied.   Open our hearts and minds we pray so that we may walk each day in the ways of your love, your truth, your creative strength.   In the name of Jesus who declared your embracing and restoring love we pray, Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness and a Call to Live Out that Assurance
One: The message of the gospel is this:  God loved, and loves, the world . God’s intent, God’s will, is that all might find life, wholeness and health.  God does not condemn but rather, God calls us – each, and all of us together, to places of new beginnings.  We are made new in heart and mind. We are strengthened for loving service.
All: Thanks be to God.  New life is promised. By grace we hear this good news.  We will trust this good news. We will act on this good news.  Hallelujah!

Hymn
VU # 643 – “Faith, While Trees Are Still in Blossom”
· Check tune McCullough - Musiklus

Conversation Time
(This is an opportunity to tell about “My Favourite Tree”. Most of us have such stories – different members of the congregation will have stories– children and adults might tell their stories.  This is Arbor Week or Tree Week celebrated in many places.  Trees are a special gift of creation.  They are a Gift of God to all of us.  Jesus told his followers that God was a Gardener, a Tree Planter, a Vine-dresser.  God the Gardener asks us all to be branches with lots of fruit – fruit of love and kindness and care for creation.) 

Readings from Scripture
Isaiah 55:10-12; 
John 15:1, 8-12,15-17;

Hymn “Young Apple Trees”
(This hymn has an easy tune written for the words by Ron Klusmeier. It is made available to churches for use at services for Arbor Day or celebrating Arbor Day themes. (More background to this hymn can be found at www.musiklus . Hymns by title or contributors)

Sermon/Reflection

Hymn
VU #713 - “I See A New Heaven and a New Earth” 

Offering and Blessing of Our Gifts
(Borrowing from traditional Rogation Day services, consider having as part of the offering tools for gardening and tree-planting, tree seeds, saplings, seedlings, cuttings or larger trees the congregation or representatives will be planting later in the day/week.  Similarly, there could be included a collection of poems or stories or pictures prepared by children – whatever might celebrate a particular tree or trees in general.)

Prayers of the People
Gracious One, Passionate God, hear our prayers and show us how to be practitioners of your love.

Where the beauty and bounty of creation have been wounded, where waters are fouled, earth robbed of fertility, air laden with poisons, where there is little of beauty and grace to brighten eyes, to bring renewed health and provide hope for tomorrow, hear our prayers and show us how to be practitioners of your love.

Where people feel unwelcome, excluded, judged of little worth, where children are hungry and wealth and want live side by side, where there is need for comfort, for lifting up and finding joy hear our prayers and show us how to be practitioners of your love.

Where your people have forgotten the importance of choosing and of choosing life over death, blessing over curse, where we can be builders and planters, creators and bringing of blessing, where there is little laughter and wherever your healing love has been forgotten hear our prayers and show us how to be practitioners of your love.

These and the unspoken prayers of our hearts and minds we offer to you now, hear our prayers and show us how to be practitioners of your love.


The Prayer Jesus Taught

A Closing Hymn
VU # 307 - “Touch the Earth Lightly”. 

Sending Forth of the People of God
Strengthened in God’s love, commissioned anew to love one another, to bear fruit abundantly, to do good as agents of Christ’s healing, we go forth in love and joy.  Amen. Amen.

We Sing this Commissioning of and with Each Other
(Hymn VU #649 – refrain only – worshippers are encouraged to offer these words to each other – singing these words to each other as a mutual commissioning and commitment-)
Walk with me, I will walk with you and build the land that God has planned where love shines through.  Adding as the words are sung a second time, “Plant with me, I will plant with you, and build the land that God has planned where love shines through.”















A Sermon/Reflection for Arbor Day/Week 2025

(The following sermon/reflection was prepared by Walter Farquharson, a former moderator of The United Church of Canada, minister, educator, and hymn-writer. Worship leaders for Arbor Day are invited to use any parts of it or the sermon/reflection in its entirety.  The Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association (aka Parkland Nature Society) initiated a call in 2018 to the Government of Saskatchewan to once again proclaim and promote the observance of an annual spring Arbor Day/Arbor Week within the province.  Participation in this by communities of faith seemed to be a way for churches to live out their call to be stewards of nature and builders of healthy communities as part of their ministry.)  Asked to identify a favorite of the hymns he has written, Walter would quickly respond with “Young Apple Trees”. Ron Klusmeier’s tune “Zealandia” was written for the hymn and is found on musiklus.com.  Words and music can be copied for special use in Arbor Day/Week services and programs.)
Young Apple Trees
Imagine a part of the Canadian prairies where there are no trees except for those that have been planted and carefully tended. The realities of life in that place feature productive soils but limited rainfall, an ever-present wind and the immense expanse of sky.
A man, whose heritage is that of foresters and gardeners, plants yet another apple tree in the courageous oasis that is his prairie orchard. A small boy is initiated into the mysteries of earth stewardship.
The tiny sapling is held in immature hands while firmer hands spread the roots and fill in the earth around them. Strong feet further compact the soil around the tree. Words of love and encouragement are spoken, an earthy and earthly benediction is spoken and the tree is watered. How insignificant the act! How insignificant that tree against the earth, the sky, the wind. It will be many years before this tree’s place on the horizon will be marked by more than a few meters away.
With impatience, the boy greets the morning and hurries to the place where yesterday the tree was planted. It is still there, but it has not grown! It has not even leafed out. Only God knows if it lives. We must wait, and, waiting, treasure.
In its good time, in God’s good time, the tree grew, blossomed and ripened with fruit. The fruit was for savouring, for sharing with family and with friends. The fruit was a sign of courage and endurance, of patience, of God’s faithfulness.
The tree is now gone, its place reclaimed by prairie grasses. The man has died but his contributions to community and to prairie agriculture are not forgotten. The boy has grown and he, in turn, has planted apple trees with his sons and daughter and with grandchildren. The method and the love remain.
Farquharson wrote, “It will be (in 2025) 51 years since the hymn Young Apple Trees” was written. 83 years since the planting of that tree!  I am the boy. For me, the planting of a tree is an act of faith and now it is also participation in the communion of the saints of God.
In the 1950s I purchased a small book that told the story of the Christian Church in East Germany .  The church was seeking to come to terms with the communist reality that surrounded it and threatened to overwhelm it following World War II. I read about many of those struggling believers who were taking courage from a saying attributed to the Protestant reformer Martin Luther. 
Luther, who was often obsessed with thoughts of the coming ‘Kingdom of God’ and ‘Judgement Day’ was asked what he would do if he knew – without any shred of doubt - that tomorrow would bring that day. He hesitated, then replied, “I should plant my young apple trees.” 
We plant and live in faith. God brings our living, our world and our offering to fruition.
For centuries the truth of this has stood.   Whatever disasters strike, whatever ominous storm clouds threaten, we live this day and we live and plant with hope, with trust.
So, as people of faith, despite the fact that we live in a world bombarded with the call to selfishness and self-interest, we take our stands for justice; we do our acts of mercy. 
Like Luther, we can do no other. It is our call. It is our purpose. It is our destiny. We do what we do, we plant the young apple trees of love, because we are called to be God’s people, God’s family, God’s friends.
In the face of ecological disasters, the polluting of earth, air and seas, we plant young trees.  Trees that clean the air, renew the soils, safeguard the rivers, wetlands and seas.   
In the face of societal dis-ease, mental and physical illnesses, addictions and dependencies, we plant trees knowing that their very presence stimulates healing and sense of hope and well-being.
In the face of distancing between people, groups and generations and the breakdown in communication skills and capacity of empathy and sympathy, we join hands with others to plan and plant together – creating green space, soul space, grace space.
Our faith story is filled with references to planting of trees.  The Lord God planted a garden in the East.   Noah’s dove returned to the ark with a greening branch of an olive tree.  The prophets spoke of a day coming when each person would sit (secure/unthreatened) in the shade of their own fig tree.   The exiled would return – mountains and hills breaking into singing, the trees of the field clapping their hands in joyful delight.   John calls God the gardener, the vine-dresser, the tree planter.   The Revelation to John announces God’s promises of a tree whose leaves would be for the healing of the nations.
Arbor Day calls us – individuals and congregations – to engage each other and our neighborhoods, to reach new neighbours and create new and renewed neighbourhoods.  Arbor Day call us to create with God.
And, on such a day, we do well to remember the planters and the builders.  Those we have known, those still among us, those whose gifts from generation past still bless us  ----- .
God grant us grace.   Amen.  
