 History vignettes for the United Church’s Centennial, part 8.
By Gayle Simonson
Short reminders of our history for this Centennial year!
Throughout 2025, we’ll be featuring very short stories about United Church history. Many thanks to Gayle Simonson, a lay member of the United Church at Southminster-Steinhauer in Edmonton, an experienced history researcher, and a writer who has written for historical journals and UCC publications. She is a key volunteer in the United Church archives for both Northern Spirit and Chinook Winds. Gayle’s generosity means that we’ll have frequent reminders of our history with a focus on ordinary people. We’ll run these in the Regional newsletters for Prairie to Pine, Living Skies and Northern Spirit. All these collections are also available on your Regional website’s homepage. And we group them here for your own community of faith use in bulletins, newsletters, and on social media. Please see the  website for each set. Please remember to credit!
________________________________________________________

49.  Prior to union, though women could not be ordained, both Methodists and Presbyterians offered women training as deaconesses. These women then served in a variety of roles with the focus of diaconal ministry being education, service and pastoral care and could include international postings. Early on, because of the high immigration in western Canada, many school homes were established to assist young people. These women often functioned as ordained ministers but could not perform baptisms or marriages. Until 1960, they had to quit if they married. Today both men and women train in diaconal ministry and that training is centred at the Centre for Christian Studies in Winnipeg. 

50. Lawyer, minister, Executive Secretary of Alberta and North West Conference (1986-1993), moderator (1997—2000) - through it all, Bill Phipps was a strong advocate for social and environmental justice and an ardent baseball fan, encouraging Alberta delegates to the 1990 General Council to bring their baseball gloves for some sport at the meetings! While with ANWC, he worked with the Metis Lubicon band in northern Alberta to try to confirm land rights. In 1998, he issued the church apology to those abused in residential schools. He also initiated the “Moderator’s Consultation of Faith and the Economy” which led to the national interfaith organization Faith and the Common Good.  Never afraid to express his opinions, including on theology, in an article in Broadview magazine after his death, former UCC general secretary Jim Sinclair described him as “very gutsy in addressing issues within the church and beyond the church.” 

51. Theme speakers, workshops, worship, music, conversation and laughter – there was always plenty of food for thought, food for the soul – and, of course, food for the body – at the Kananaskis Stewardship Event (KSE). The KSE was held biennially from 1992 to 2002 and open to registrants from beyond Alberta and United Church borders. Stewardship is defined as the responsible planning and management of resources.  For churches, this includes both financial and volunteer resources. For attendees it was a chance to meet others concerned with stewardship to share ideas and recharge enthusiasm. In 2002, theme speaker U.S theologian Ched Myers suggested that we now need a new creative theology, a new narrative that allows us to tell our stewardship story to the world. We need, in communion, to focus, not on the death of Jesus, but on the life and the vision of community he represented. 


52. As we come to the end of our centennial year, as many churches are closing, the future is uncertain. Our history shows that the United Church has always been working toward the current goals of equity, inclusiveness and diversity but many families no longer consider church a part of their life. Young people are growing up with only images of residential schools as their knowledge of churches. We need to maintain the vision of our founders and make sure that people understand what the United Church stands for. American Parker Palmer has written that, “We must see the world as it is and imagine it as it could be.”  Now we must find a way to work courageously toward that goal. 


