
Pastoral Relations Ponderings – Volume 37 

Greetings from the Pastoral Relations desk!  I hope the splendour of the fall colours fills you with gratitude and awe! 
Here is an update on the work of Pastoral Relations in Living Skies Regional Council. 

1. An update from the Committee on Community of Faith Support – the work of this Committee is an important 
means of support and resources for the ongoing functioning of your community of faith.  Follow-up from the 
self-assessments has been stalled due to an overload of work.  If this work is something you might be interested 
in, we could certainly use your help. 
 

2. An update from the Committee on Lay Leadership Support – The implications of decisions from General Council 
this summer have yet to be reviewed by the Committee.  However, we are beginning the next series of 
interviews for the renewal of Licensed Lay Worship Leaders.  If participating in the interviews of this important 
group of people sounds like something you might be interested in, we could certainly use your help here, too! 
 

3. An update from the Committee on Ministry Personnel Support – The implications of the decisions of the 
General Council this summer have been set aside temporarily in order to offer support and resources for our 
active Ministry Personnel.  We are planning a series of one-day retreats for ministers before Advent that will be 
an opportunity for connection and support. 
 

4. A few notes for M&P Committees – Ministry personnel are being invited to a one-day retreat; please support 
them to attend should they wish.  You will also want to ensure that the updated salary information is included in 
the budget for 2023 as there is a significant increase for salary and travel.  Support comes in many ways! 

 
A further reminder that the Pastoral Relations Commission generally meets on the first Thursday of each month; 
therefore, we require any paperwork to be submitted to Bev Diebert (bdiebert@united-church.ca) the Friday before.   

October is Clergy appreciation month.  While there are many ways to offer support to the ministry personnel who serve 
in our communities of faith, perhaps this year you might try something different.  The pandemic has been hard on all of 
us as we navigated so many losses in our families and communities.  Our ministry personnel have supported us through 
this time with care, grace and faithfulness.  In this season of thanksgiving, showing gratitude to our ministry personnel 
might look like offering assistance with worship leadership, dropping a note naming your appreciation, or simply saying 
thank you.  May you find time to truly notice the abundance of goodness around you in creation, in your community of 
faith, and in your life.  We are all so richly blessed.  God is indeed good. 

Blessings and peace,     

 
Tracy Murton,  
Pastoral Relations Minister 
tmurton@united-church.ca  
1-800-268-3781 ext. 6322  
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