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The Regional Rambler is our primary resource for sharing information across the Regional Council.  
To be added to the receiving list, please email Bev Diebert (bdiebert@united-church.ca). 

Church office workers, please feel free to use these announcements 
 in your church bulletins or newsletters. 

 
In this NEWS edition of the Rambler, new and time-sensitive items are listed near the top.  Items included 
for the first time will have NEW: beside the title of the event.  Dates are highlighted in green for easy 
identification.   

 
1. Living Skies Regional Council News: 
NEW: Deep grief in our province, Sunday September 4  
There are no words for the grief confronting the people of James Smith Cree Nation, the village of Weldon, 

and the whole province following the killing of ten people and injuries to at least eighteen more.  Please 
click here for further updates. The national church has sent a letter and a prayer from the Moderator to 
the whole church; please read and share the full letter here.   

NEW: We grieve the death of Rev Dr Bernice Saulteaux 
With sadness we express deep sympathies to the family, community, and loved ones of elder, grandmother, 

minister, teacher, and knowledge keeper Rev Dr Bernice Saulteaux, who died in the early hours of 
September 6.  We will deeply miss her presence at annual meeting, in leadership in the wider church, and 
at many workshops and sermons, as she shared her wisdom, and with grace and clarity challenged the 
wider church to live fully into the Apologies and the journey towards truth and reconciliation.  Please click 
here to read more.  

Updating the Living Skies Regional Council Directory  
Bev Diebert, Regional Council Admin Support, is working on updating the Regional Council Directory.  If you 

have recently moved, changed phone numbers or emails, or have a new contact or Rep / Delegate to the 
Regional Council, please let Bev know by Monday, September 12, 2022  (bdiebert@united-church.ca , 
please include permission to use in directory, if appropriate).  It is hoped that the directory will be ready 
for posting by mid-September.  Do you need the password for the Regional Council Directory posted on 
the website? Please phone Bev at 306-704-0181. 

NEW: Regional statement on recent abuses committed by Christian groups 
On September 3 Living Skies released a statement condemning recent abuses that have come to light at a 

camp and a school in Saskatoon, both run by other church traditions.  Please click here to view and share 
the statement.   

Gratitude to those who responded to the office with thanks, and with sharing their own stories in some 
cases.  The statement was not prepared as a media release, and media follow up on this story is of course 
much more limited following the tragedy on September 4.  Please share the Regional statement as you 
wish, and follow up with local reporters or ecumenical or camping/ outdoor ministry colleagues who may 
be interested, or willing to be involved in local ecumenical conversations.   
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A time to celebrate: 
Another Celebration of Ministry service will occur on September 25 at 2:30pm at St. Andrew’s United 

Church in Outlook.  This service will be livestreamed, although all are welcome to attend in person.   

NEW: St. Paul’s Hospital CPE program Celebrates 30 Years 
St. Paul’s Hospital Clinical Pastoral Education program is hosting a “Zoom reunion and education series” to 

mark thirty years of the program.  This will be of interest to former students of the program but ALL are 
welcome to register free for one or more of the seminars:  September 28, 6:30 to 8:00pm  Don and 
Bonnie Misener on Grief During COVID, History of CPE;  October 19, 6:30 – 8:00pm  Elizabeth Pringle on 
Spiritual Needs of Older Adults with Secular Beliefs, and November 2, 8:30am to 12pm (NOON) Joseph 
Naytowhow – A Cultural Conversation with Joseph and a facilitated discussion to follow.   To register, 
Email: julie.bergen@saskhealthauthority.ca 

NEW: Honouring Orange Shirt Day/ National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, Friday September 30, 2022 
“When you wear an orange shirt it’s like a little bit of justice for us Survivors in our lifetime, and recognition 
of a system we can never allow again.” -Phyllis Webstad 

Orange Shirt Day/ the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, is an important public space for truth 
telling and for commitments to challenging ongoing colonization.  As part of our church’s living into the 
Apologies, let’s join with others to help ensure the ongoing history and impacts of the residential schools 
system are never forgotten- and that together, we bring about real change.  Please click here for 
resources and suggestions.  

NEW: Letter from Western Affirming Coordinator at Affirm United / S’affirmer Ensemblen (AUSE) 
Whether your ministry is already 2SLGBTQIA-affirming, in the process, or wanting to start, the volunteer 

Affirming ministry coordinators are your touchstone.  Please click here to read an important personal note 
from our Western coordinator, Rev Eli Carter-Morgan.  We take this chance to thank Eli for this teaching 
moment, and for all the support they offer the many communities in the Affirming process, on top of full-
time paid ministry.   

Affirming work carried out by Regional Council seeks to support and encourage the work AUSE carries out. 
Please contact the Regional office at any time if you have ideas, needs, or questions, and the office can 
put you in touch with committee members.   Our Regional Affirming page and newsfeed is here.    

Temporary Mileage Rate change 
General Council Executive approved the following proposal at its recent meeting: “Considering the recent 

spike in gasoline prices and the prediction that they may remain at these levels for some time, it is 
proposed that the Executive of the General Council temporarily, to September 30, 2022, increase the 
current minimum reimbursement rate to 75% of the CRA 2022 “reasonable allowance rate for the first 
5,000 kilometers driven”, or $0.46 per kilometer, and authorize the General Secretary to extend this 
temporary increase to December 31, 2022 if fuel prices remain high.”    

Ministry Personnel Gatherings  
Ministry Personnel are invited to join colleagues for conversation, support and information sharing.   

Check the calendar for the connection information. 

Youth Retreat October 28-30 
Join youth from across the region in Saskatoon for a weekend of fun, meeting other youth, talking about 

stuff that's important to you and renewing your spirit!  Details to follow.  Please be in touch with Lindsay 
at livingskiesyaya@united-church.ca if you would like to be involved!  

2. Wider Church Information: 
NEW: Action invitation following Israeli army raid of Palestinian human rights offices 
Canada needs to hold Israel accountable for its mistreatment of children in Palestine and for silencing those 

organizations that advocate on their behalf.  As the war against Ukraine has shown, Canada can and does 
speak out against other human rights violations when it chooses to.   
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The government of Israel has recently criminalized seven organizations that work tirelessly to relieve 

beleaguered Palestinians, including thousands of children.  In the dawn hours of August 18, 2022, the 
government sent its army to raid the offices and confiscate the property of seven Palestinian human rights 
and civil society organizations: Defense for Children International – Palestine (DCI-P); Al-Haq;  Addameer 
Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association; Bisan Centre for Research and Development; The Union 
of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC); and The Union of Palestinian Women’s Committees, Health 
Work Committees. The United Church is a partner of Defense for Children International-Palestine.  Please 
use the action available here if you wish; as always, personal emails or phone calls are more effective.   

NEW: Ready-to-use worship service materials 
Looking for additional resources for worship leadership?  The United-In-Worship Project is a partnership 

between St. John's United Church, Marathon, ON and The Canadian Shield Regional Council, providing 
weekly, ready-to-use worship service materials for use in United Churches across Canada.  Details are 
found at this link. 

St. Andrew’s College #NoGalaGala 
For this year’s St. Andrew’s College online #NoGalaGala, award-winning writer and performer Brenda Baker 

shares her thoughts about the influence the United Church has had on her life and work through music, 
readings and conversation with three different hosts.  This event will be available for viewing on YouTube 
beginning September 9 at 4:00 pm (SK time).  Tickets are $30 and are available for purchase at 
https://bit.ly/39rSps0. The #NoGalaGala will be exclusive to those with a valid link and will not be 
available to the public.  As those who support the college, we thank you for your ongoing trust to help us 
prepare disciples called to go out into the world boldly and humbly. 

3. Upcoming Opportunities:   
Community of Faith Calendar 
Please check out our CoF calendar for upcoming local events.  Watch for other upcoming events to be 

added.  Our Community of Faith events calendar is open 24/7 for online events!  As long as the public is 
invited, you can post it. From workshops to worship, go for it.  Here’s the handy form . 

Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre  
Welcome!  Our programming combines in-person and online events using Zoom.  Please visit Our Programs 

page for a list of all upcoming programs and to register for all programs.   

4. Reminders:   
Moderator for The United Church of Canada 
We offer a warm welcome and congratulations to the Right Reverend Dr. Carmen Lansdowne, Kwisa’lakw, 

who was elected as our 44th United Church Moderator.  She was installed on August 7, and will be the 
church’s spiritual leader for the next three years.  Click here for an introduction to Dr. Lansdowne and 
here for news about the service of installation on August 7.  You can watch the full installation service 
here. On Sunday, August 21, the Moderator was interviewed by Shauna Powers, on CBC Saskatchewan 
Weekend.  You can listen to the interview here.  

General Council Updates: 
First off, many thanks to the folks who participated in the 44th General Council.  It was a lengthy and 

challenging time commitment and we are grateful for the resilience of the staff and commissioners who 
engaged the work on our behalf.  If you are interested in reading about what happened and the decisions 
that were made, you can follow this link to General Council news.  You will find daily summaries as well as 
the link for the Moderator’s Installation.  Please note that the work of the Commissioners continues so if 
you have questions about what you read, feel free to contact folks directly: here is a list of the Living Skies 
Commissioners. 
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