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The Regional Rambler is our primary resource for sharing information across the Regional Council.  
To be added to the receiving list, please email Bev Diebert (bdiebert@united-church.ca). 

Church office workers, please feel free to use these announcements 
 in your church bulletins or newsletters. 

 
In this NEWS edition of the Rambler, new and time-sensitive items are listed near the top.  Items included 
for the first time will have NEW - beside the title of the event.  Dates are highlighted in green for easy 
identification.   

 
1. Living Skies Regional Council News: 
NEW - Updating the Living Skies Regional Council Directory  
Bev Diebert, Regional Council Admin Support, is working on updating the Regional Council Directory.  If you 

have recently moved, changed phone numbers or emails, or have a new contact or Rep / Delegate to the 
Regional Council, please let Bev know as soon as possible.  (bdiebert@united-church.ca , please include 
permission to use in directory, if appropriate).  It is hoped that the directory will be ready for posting by 
mid-September.  Do you need the password for the Regional Council Directory posted on the website? 
Please phone Bev at 306-704-0181. 

NEW - Youth Retreat October 28-30 
Join youth from across the region in Saskatoon for a weekend of fun, meeting other youth, talking about 

stuff that's important to you and renewing your spirit!  Details to follow.  Please be in touch with Lindsay 
at livingskiesyaya@united-church.ca if you would like to be involved!  

REMINDER: 2022 Church Office Administrators Retreat. 
The dates have been finalized for the Church Office Administrators Retreat!  Fill Your Cup: Nourish & Restore 

Yourself retreat will be held beginning Tuesday, October 4, 2022 at 7pm and go to October 7, 2022 at 1pm 
at Queens House Retreat & Renewal Centre (601 Taylor Street W., Saskatoon, SK  S7M 0M8) .  Detail can 
be found in a letter for M&P Committees or governing bodies.  Here is the form to register.  For question 
or further information contact Brandy Emmerich at office@stmartinsuc.com   or by phone at 306-343-
7101.  Deadline for registration is August 31, 2022. 

A time to celebrate: 
Another Celebration of Ministry service will occur on September 25 at 2:30pm at St. Andrew’s United 

Church in Outlook.  This service will be livestreamed, although all are welcome to attend in person.  More 
details available in September. 

Ministry Personnel Gatherings  
Facilitated conversations have been suspended for the summer, resuming September 6.  However, the 

Zoom space will continue to be open on Tuesdays at 1pm for unstructured, collegial support.  Check the 
calendar for the connection information. 

mailto:bdiebert@united-church.ca
mailto:bdiebert@united-church.ca
mailto:livingskiesyaya@united-church.ca
https://livingskiesrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Retreat-Letter-to-MP-or-Board-2022.pdf
https://livingskiesrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022-Church-Office-Administrators-Retreat-Registration.pdf
mailto:office@stmartinsuc.com
https://livingskiesrc.ca/events/category/events/regional-events/


August 24, 2022 Rambler - News  #2 
 
New Office of Vocation Minister for our Regional Council- Rev Laura Fouhse 
Rev. Marlene Britton, Team Lead, Policy and Programs for Ministry Personnel, Ministry and Employment 

Unit, writes, “I am delighted to announce that the Rev. Laura Fouhse will join the Office of Vocation team 
in the Ministry and Employment Unit of the GCO, as the Vocational Minister for the Northern Spirit, Living 
Skies, and the Prairie to Pine Regions.  She begins her assignment on August 08, 2022.”  Laura lives out her 
vocation as a diaconal minister, coming to the role after serving 16 years in team ministry at McClure 
United Church in Saskatoon and prior to that, 3 years in the Rainbow Ministry in Winnipeg.  She serves on 
the Prairie Candidacy Board.  More details are available here.  Welcome, Laura! 

Temporary Mileage Rate change 
General Council Executive approved the following proposal at its recent meeting: “Considering the recent 

spike in gasoline prices and the prediction that they may remain at these levels for some time, it is 
proposed that the Executive of the General Council temporarily, to September 30, 2022, increase the 
current minimum reimbursement rate to 75% of the CRA 2022 “reasonable allowance rate for the first 
5,000 kilometers driven”, or $0.46 per kilometer, and authorize the General Secretary to extend this 
temporary increase to December 31, 2022 if fuel prices remain high.”    

2. Wider Church Information: 
NEW - Moderator for The United Church of Canada 
We offer a warm welcome and congratulations to the Right Reverend Dr. Carmen Lansdowne, Kwisa’lakw, 

who was elected as our 44th United Church Moderator.  She was installed on August 7, and will be the 
church’s spiritual leader for the next three years.  Click here for an introduction to Dr. Lansdowne and 
here for news about the service of installation on August 7.  You can watch the full installation service 
here. On Sunday, August 21, the Moderator was interviewed by Shauna Powers, on CBC Saskatchewan 
Weekend.  You can listen to the interview here.  

NEW - General Council Updates: 
First off, many thanks to the folks who participated in the 44th General Council.  It was a lengthy and 

challenging time commitment and we are grateful for the resilience of the staff and commissioners who 
engaged the work on our behalf.  If you are interested in reading about what happened and the decisions 
that were made, you can follow this link to General Council news.  You will find daily summaries as well as 
the link for the Moderator’s Installation.  Please note that the work of the Commissioners continues so if 
you have questions about what you read, feel free to contact folks directly: here is a list of the Living Skies 
Commissioners. 

NEW - Coming this fall!  St. Andrew’s College #NoGalaGala 
For this year’s St. Andrew’s College online #NoGalaGala, award-winning writer and performer Brenda Baker 

shares her thoughts about the influence the United Church has had on her life and work through music, 
readings and conversation with three different hosts.  This event will be available for viewing on YouTube 
beginning September 9 at 4:00 pm (SK time).  Tickets are $30 and are available for purchase at 
https://bit.ly/39rSps0. The #NoGalaGala will be exclusive to those with a valid link and will not be 
available to the public.  As those who support the college, we thank you for your ongoing trust to help us 
prepare disciples called to go out into the world boldly and humbly. 

3. Upcoming Opportunities:   
Community of Faith Calendar 
Please check out our CoF calendar for upcoming local events.  Watch for other upcoming events to be 

added.  Our Community of Faith events calendar is open 24/7 for online events!  As long as the public is 
invited, you can post it. From workshops to worship, go for it.  Here’s the handy form . 

Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre  
Welcome!  Our programming combines in-person and online events using Zoom.  Please visit Our Programs 

page for a list of all upcoming programs and to register for all programs.   
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