
Pastoral Relations Ponderings – Volume 14 

Greetings from the Pastoral Relations desk and Easter blessings to you all!  I trust you are navigating this 

new reality for our communities of faith with patience and grace, and that you are continuing to support 

one another in new and surprising ways, living into the hope of resurrection. 

1. Support to Communities of Faith – the Committee on Community of Faith Support continues to 

read annual reports.  We have received 83 so far (about 34%).  If you have not already 

submitted yours, please send one copy to me by email or by mail, even if it has not yet been 

approved at an annual meeting.  If you have not held your annual meeting yet in 2020, please 

see the information on the website regarding the requirements and options for hosting an 

annual meeting during this time (https://livingskiesrc.ca/calling-a-congregational-meeting-

during-covid-19 ).  The Committee is also receiving Community of Faith covenants – if you are 

able to gather a small group remotely (by Conference Call or online), you can still complete this 

piece of work as there is no expectation that it be approved by the full Community of Faith. The 

deadline for completion is April 30, 2020; we will celebrate these covenants whenever the 

Regional Council next gathers.  Contact me for more information or to receive a sample 

covenant to review – background material may be found on the website. 

 

2. Support to Ministry Personnel – the Committee on Ministry Personnel Support is working on 

ways to support ministry personnel during this time with a system of volunteer chaplains to 

check in with folks around the Regional Council.  Further details are in the Rambler. 

 

3. Support to Lay Leadership – the Committee on Lay Leadership Support will continue to receive 

applications for the renewal of Sacraments Elders for when worship begins anew.  The 

requirement for the governing body to support the application continues – see the guidelines 

for holding a meeting on the website. For completing the paperwork, online signatures of 

applicant, board chair and Pastoral Charge Supervisors will be accepted. 

A reminder that the Pastoral Relations Commission generally meets on the first Thursday of each month; 

therefore, we require any paperwork (i.e. ministry profiles, letters requesting retirement) to be 

submitted to Bev Diebert (bdiebert@united-church.ca) the Friday before the meeting.  For the next 

meeting of the PRC, any paperwork needs to be received by May 1 in order to be considered on May 7.   

As always, if you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  These are extra-

ordinary times, and with the majority of staff working from home (like me), my response time is 

delayed.  The best way to reach me is by email as I can read and respond whenever my family schedule 

allows.  Please ensure that in addition to washing your hands, you are connecting with others remotely 

to be the church in the world and to one another, sharing hope and good news everywhere. 

Blessings and peace in this season of Easter,     

 
Tracy Murton, Pastoral Relations Minister 

tmurton@united-church.ca  
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